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America
will survive.
Probably.

Sanctions
may force
Kim back
to the table
SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA

Nicholas Kristof

Activity seen at missile site
as North Korea’s economic
troubles are deepening

OPINION

In his testimony before Congress last
week, Michael Cohen in effect warned
of a coup:
“Given my experience working for
Mr. Trump, I fear that if he loses the
election in 2020 that there will never
be a peaceful transition of power,”
Cohen said.
That fit neatly into the concern in
some liberal circles that President
Trump may not simply undermine
democracy but actually overturn it.
References to the Nazi takeover of
Germany have proliferated, and cautionary tales about fascism are now
ubiquitous, including
Madeleine Albright’s
Democracy
“Fascism: A Warnin the United
ing.”
States is too
The polarization
resilient for
also leads Trump
Trump to
supporters to worry
destroy.
about a coup — by
the “deep state”
against Trump —
and some make glib references about
resorting to violence.
“We are in a civil war in this country,” Joseph diGenova, a prominent
conservative commentator on Fox
News and other programs, told Laura
Ingraham in her podcast. He added,
“As I say to my friends, I do two things
— I vote and I buy guns.”
Let’s all take a deep breath.
I think Representative Adam Schiff,
the California Democrat who leads the
House Intelligence Committee, has a
point when he says: “This is a moment
of great peril for our democracy.” But
just past the midpoint of the Trump
presidency (I hope!), it’s worth examining how the country has weathered
the challenge — and my take-away is
that American institutions and norms
have shown impressive strength and
resilience.
One of the most troubling elements
of Trump’s presidency has been his
systematic assault on our institutions:
the F.B.I., the Justice Department, the
intelligence community, the news
media, the courts. Yet for the most
part, they have stood up to his bullying.
To take one example, Jane Mayer of
The New Yorker reports that Trump in
2017 told aides to block a merger between AT&T and Time Warner, apparently to punish CNN (a unit of Time
Warner) for its news coverage while
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and profitable — to the Benettons. It
lasts until 2038 and allows Autostrade to
raise tolls annually. Experts say that the
inspection arrangement is unusual and
that other governments require more
oversight of privatized bridges and
highways.
Autostrade officials have declined to

When the armored train carrying Kim
Jong-un back from his summit meeting
with President Trump in Vietnam
reached Pyongyang Station at 3:08 a.m.
Tuesday, throngs of flower-waving
North Koreans greeted their leader with
“boundless emotions and excitement,”
the country’s state-run media said.
But Mr. Kim returned home emptyhanded — without relief from international sanctions — prompting the question of what he will do next: Particularly,
will he resume his nuclear and missile
brinkmanship to reassert his leverage?
The revelation on Wednesday that
North Korea had started rebuilding the
partly
dismantled
facilities
at
Tongchang-ri, where the country tests
technologies for its intercontinental ballistic missiles, raised the specter that
Mr. Kim was returning to his provocative behavior.
But experts on North Korea say Mr.
Kim may be boxed in: He returned
home without sanctions relief amid
strong signs that the North Korean
economy is continuing to contract. The
deepening economic trouble may force
the country to return to the negotiating
table.
In restarting operations at its missile
technology site, North Korea is seeking
“to increase its leverage before the next
round of talks,” said Koh Yu-hwan, a professor of North Korean studies at Dongguk University in Seoul, South Korea.
“I don’t think the North will resume
missile tests anytime soon and risk the
resumption of United States-South Korea joint military exercises and even the
talk of a military option by the Americans,” he said.
Mr. Trump expressed his displeasure
at the prospect of new testing. “I would
be very disappointed if that were happening,” the president said at the White
House on Wednesday when asked about
reports on the North Korean missile facilities. “It’s a very early report, and
we’re the ones that put it out. But I would
be very, very disappointed in Chairman
Kim. And I don’t think I will be, but we’ll
see what happens. We’ll take a look. It’ll
ultimately get solved.”
The two-day summit meeting in Hanoi, Vietnam, ended last week without
any agreement on the terms of denuclearizing North Korea, dashing Mr. Kim’s
hopes that he could persuade Washington to lift the most punishing sanctions
against his country in return for partial
dismantlement of its nuclear program.
Officially, both sides remain committed to dialogue, with Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo expressing hope that the
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The Morandi Bridge in Genoa, Italy, a week after a span collapsed last year. The bridge was managed by a company controlled by the Benettons, famous for their clothing empire.

Family name fell with bridge
GENOA, ITALY

Genoa collapse throws
harsh light on Benettons
and their highway billions
BY DAVID SEGAL
AND GAIA PIANIGIANI

Long before the Morandi Bridge collapsed in Genoa, Italy, last year, killing
43 people, an economics professor
named Marco Ponti took aim at the private company that managed the structure, raising two fundamental concerns.
One was money. Mr. Ponti argued that
Autostrade per l’Italia, or Highways for
Italy, which managed the bridge and
more than half of Italy’s 4,000 miles of
toll roads, made “abnormal” profits.
The other was the lopsided power balance between Autostrade and the Italian government. Mr. Ponti, who served
on an expert panel advising the government, said ministries did too little to regulate the company.
Taxpayers were being shorn “like
flocks of sheep,” Mr. Ponti said in a
newspaper interview in 2003.
It was a pointed dig. The Benettons,
the Italian family famous for wool
sweaters and a global clothing empire,

controlled Autostrade. If Mr. Ponti
hoped to shame them, it didn’t work: He
says he was forced to resign from the
panel and the Benettons later threatened him with a multimillion-dollar lawsuit before backing off.
The calamity in Genoa is now the subject of a criminal inquiry, with 21 people
under investigation, including nine employees of Autostrade and three officials
from the Ministry of Infrastructure and
Transport. The authorities are sorting
through years of email exchanges and
documents, plus the contents of a few
dozen mobile phones, to try to determine who is to blame.
But beyond potential negligence, the
case has exposed what critics say are
deep systemic failings in Italy’s privatization of roadways. Autostrade reaped
huge profits and acquired so much
power that the state became a largely
passive regulator.
While no evidence has emerged that
inspection findings were manipulated,
the company effectively regulated itself,
because Autostrade’s parent company
owned the inspection company responsible for safety checks on the Morandi
Bridge.
“The government was happy to leave
the system to exploit drivers and share
in the bounty produced by tolls,” Mr.
Ponti said in a recent phone interview,
having just headed a commission to as-
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The Benetton siblings in the 1980s. From left: Gilberto, Carlo, Giuliana and Luciano.
After the disaster, an Italian paper said: “We pay, bridges collapse, and they cash in.”

sess the viability of a high-speed rail link
with France.
“And because it’s a long concession,
nobody is really looking at it, except bureaucrats and the superpower that is
Autostrade,” he added. “And they became close friends.”
There is no doubt that Autostrade’s
contract is extraordinarily favorable —

An atypical superhero
anchors a major movie

Breathless
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In Dakar, the capital of Senegal, dangerous air pollution is stifling
a way of life for thousands who take to the beaches and streets to exercise. PAGE 4

When “Captain Marvel” opens Friday, it
will be a moment of great satisfaction
mixed with lingering frustration.
The film, which stars Brie Larson as
that spacefaring comic-book superhero,
is the 21st entry in the interconnected
Marvel movie franchise since it began in
2008 but only the first to focus principally on a woman.
By now, audiences have grown accustomed to superhero movies that put
women in the spotlight. In 2017, “Wonder Woman,” based on DC Comics’ Amazonian warrior, was a worldwide hit for
Warner Bros.
Marvel has built its own fortunes on a
decades-old supply of costumed adven-
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turers that doesn’t lack for women. And
the studio has been criticized for its
slowness to create movies emphasizing
its female characters.
So what took Marvel as long as it did
to reach this point? And will “Captain
Marvel” be the movie that makes good
on this long unfulfilled potential?
The answer to the first question, at
least, lies in a tangle of social, cultural
and economic factors. They parallel
similar issues that Marvel has faced in
making strides toward female representation in its comic books over the past 60
years — efforts that gradually helped
bring Captain Marvel to prominence in
the publisher’s pantheon and make the
movie more likely.
The people behind “Captain Marvel”
— the movie as well as the comic books
that inspired it — acknowledge the problematic history that led to these more
welcome developments.
They also see opportunities for wom-

CATHARSIS

‘Captain Marvel’ focuses
chiefly on a woman. What
took the studio so long?
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