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Late Edition
Today, clouds and sunshine, very
warm, high 89. Tonight, mostly
cloudy, evening thunderstorms, low
63. Tomorrow, clouds and sunshine,
high 73. Weather map, Page B16.
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On Attack for Trump,
Giuliani May Aggravate
Legal and Political Peril
Firestorm at White
House After a
President Loses Grip
Revelation
on His Own Story
NEWS ANALYSIS

By PETER BAKER

ANDRES KUDACKI FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

No Shirt. No Shoes. No Problem.
Rockefeller Park in Lower Manhattan was a prime spot for sunbathing on Thursday as temperatures hit an unspringlike 92 degrees.

U.S. Considers Green Berets Quietly Aid War on Yemen Rebels
deep in Yemen.
Reducing Force
Tim Kaine, Democrat
Commandos’ Secretive of Senator
Virginia and a member of the
In South Korea
Assistance to Saudis Armed Services Committee, on
This article is by Helene Cooper,
Thomas Gibbons-Neff and Eric
Schmitt.

By MARK LANDLER

WASHINGTON — President
Trump has ordered the Pentagon
to prepare options for drawing
down American troops in South
Korea, just weeks before he holds
a landmark meeting with North
Korea’s leader, Kim Jong-un, according to several people briefed
on the deliberations.
Reduced troop levels are not intended to be a bargaining chip in
Mr. Trump’s talks with Mr. Kim
about his weapons program, these
officials said. But they acknowledged that a peace treaty between
the two Koreas could diminish the
need for the 28,500 soldiers currently stationed on the peninsula.
Mr. Trump has been determined to withdraw troops from
South Korea, arguing that the
United States is not adequately
compensated for the cost of maintaining them, that the troops are
mainly protecting Japan and that
decades of American military
presence had not prevented the
North from becoming a nuclear
threat.
His latest push coincides with
tense negotiations with South Korea over how to share the cost of
the military force. Under an
agreement that expires at the end
of 2018, South Korea pays about
half the cost of the upkeep of the
soldiers — more than $800 million
a year. The Trump administration
is demanding that it pay for virtually the entire cost of the military
presence.
The directive has rattled officials at the Pentagon and other
agencies, who worry that any reduction could weaken the American alliance with South Korea and
raise fears in neighboring Japan
at the very moment that the
United States is embarking on a
risky nuclear negotiation with the
North.
Continued on Page A8

WASHINGTON — For years,
the American military has sought
to distance itself from a brutal civil
war in Yemen, where Saudi-led
forces are battling rebels who
pose no direct threat to the United
States.
But late last year, a team of
about a dozen Green Berets arrived on Saudi Arabia’s border
with Yemen, in a continuing escalation of America’s secret wars.
With virtually no public discussion or debate, the Army commandos are helping locate and destroy caches of ballistic missiles
and launch sites that Houthi
rebels in Yemen are using to attack Riyadh and other Saudi cities.
Details of the Green Beret operation, which has not been previ-

Is an Escalation
ously disclosed, were provided to
The New York Times by United
States officials and European diplomats.
They appear to contradict Pentagon statements that American
military assistance to the Saudiled campaign in Yemen is limited
to aircraft refueling, logistics and
general intelligence sharing.
There is no indication that the
American
commandos
have
crossed into Yemen as part of the
secretive mission.
But sending American ground
forces to the border is a marked
escalation of Western assistance
to target Houthi fighters who are

Thursday called the Green Berets
mission a “purposeful blurring of
lines between train and equip missions and combat.” He cited the report in The Times and called for a
new congressional vote on the authorization for the use of military
force — a war powers legislation
used by three successive presidents in conflict zones around the
world.
Beyond its years as a base for Al
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula,
Yemen has been convulsed by civil strife since 2014, when the Shiite
Muslim rebels from the country’s
north stormed the capital, Sana.
The Houthis, who are aligned with
Iran, ousted the government of
President Abdu Rabbu Mansour
Hadi, the Americans’ main counContinued on Page A6

AUBURN, Wash. — President
Trump likes to keep negotiating
partners on their toes. But workers like Charles Cesmat have been
just as unnerved by the president’s recent moves on trade.
Mr. Cesmat is a parts manager
at a Boeing plant in Renton,

This article is by Michael D.
Shear, Matt Apuzzo and Maggie Haberman.

WASHINGTON — President
Trump’s new legal team made a
chaotic debut as Rudolph W. Giuliani, who was tapped recently to be
one of the president’s lawyers, potentially exposed his client to legal
and political danger by publicly
revealing the existence of secret
payments to Michael D. Cohen,
the president’s personal lawyer.
After he moved into the White
House, the president began paying Mr. Cohen $35,000 a month,
Mr. Giuliani said, in part as reimbursement for a $130,000 payment that Mr. Cohen made to a
pornographic film actress to keep
her from going public about an affair she said she had with Mr.
Trump. The president confirmed
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Rudolph W. Giuliani with
Donald J. Trump, then a candidate for president, in 2016.
he made payments to Mr. Cohen in
a series of Twitter posts on Thursday morning.
The explosive revelation, which
Mr. Giuliani said was intended to
prove that Mr. Trump and Mr. Cohen violated no campaign finance
laws, prompted frustration and
disbelief among the president’s
other legal and political advisers,
some of whom said they feared
the gambit could backfire.
Legally, the failure to disclose
the payments could be a violation
of the Ethics in Government Act of
1978, which requires that federal
officials, including Mr. Trump, report any liabilities of more than
$10,000 during the preceding year.
Mr. Trump’s last disclosure report,
which he signed and filed in June,
mentions no debt to Mr. Cohen.
Politically, Mr. Giuliani’s remarks — made in television appearances and interviews —
raised questions about the president’s truthfulness and created a
Continued on Page A12

To Curb Overdoses, New York
Plans to Try Safe Injection Sites
NADIA SHIRA COHEN FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

By WILLIAM NEUMAN

Gains of Arab Spring in Jeopardy
A Tunis fish market. Economic problems are threatening Tunisia’s hard-won democracy. Page A10.

Tariffs’ Impact Hits Home in Key House Race in Boeing Country
By NATALIE KITROEFF

As of last week, the American
public had been told that President Trump’s doctor had certified
he would be “the healthiest individual ever elected.” That the
president was happy with his
legal team and would not hire a
new lawyer. That he did not
know about the $130,000 payment to a former pornographic
film actress who claimed to have
had an affair with him.
As of this week, it turns out
that the statement about his
health was not actually from the
doctor but had been dictated by
Mr. Trump himself. That the
president has split with the leaders of his legal team and hired
the same new lawyer he had
denied recruiting. And that Mr.
Trump himself had financed the
$130,000 payment intended to
buy the silence of the actress
known as Stormy Daniels.
Even in the current political
environment that some derisively call the post-truth world,
the past few days have offered a
head-spinning series of revelations that conflicted with the
version of events Mr. Trump and
his associates had previously
provided. Whether called lies or
misstatements, Mr. Trump’s
history of falsehoods has been
extensively documented, but the
string of factual distortions that
came to light this week could
come back to haunt him.
The shifting statements also
illustrated starkly why some of
the president’s lawyers have
urged him not to submit to an
interview by the special counsel,
Robert S. Mueller III, who is
investigating whether Mr.
Trump’s campaign cooperated
with Russia during the 2016
presidential election and
whether the president obstructed
justice to thwart that investigation. Those lawyers have said Mr.
Mueller is setting a perjury trap
for Mr. Trump. What they do not
say publicly is that they worry
the president would be unable to
avoid contradicting himself.
Mr. Trump has for years presented selective and creative
accounts of his life and businesses — “truthful hyperbole,” as
he put it in his first book — and
at times this habit has gotten him
in trouble. Even after being
elected president, he paid $25
million to settle lawsuits accusing him of fraud for hoodwinking
students who signed up for his
now defunct, for-profit Trump
University.
Continued on Page A12

Wash., just south of Seattle. One of
every four planes Boeing assembles is sent to China. Each time
Mr. Trump attacks Beijing on
Twitter, or announces a new set of
tariffs, Mr. Cesmat winces.
“I’m concerned a potential
trade war could affect work for
our members and work for me,”
Mr. Cesmat said. “Thousands of
people’s jobs rely on a working re-
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Speaker Relents on Chaplain
The Rev. Patrick J. Conroy was restored
as House chaplain after he rescinded
his forced resignation.
PAGE A14

lationship with China.”
Nowhere is that truer than in
Washington, which sent $18 billion in goods to China last year,
more than any other state. A congressional race here has a become
crucial test of whether Mr.
Trump’s upending of the norms of
international trade will come at
the expense of Republican candidates.

The spat with Beijing has rattled the state’s juggernaut aerospace industry, as workers and
business owners reckon with the
possibility that their livelihood
could be at risk. Boeing shares
economic dominance with giants
like Amazon and Microsoft, but
trade still supports 40 percent of
all jobs in Washington, according
Continued on Page A16

Mayor Bill de Blasio is championing a plan that would make New
York City a pioneer in creating supervised injection sites for illegal
drug users, part of a novel but contentious strategy to combat the
epidemic of fatal overdoses
caused by the use of heroin and
other opioids.
Safe injection sites have been
considered successful in cities in
Canada and Europe, but do not yet
exist in the United States. Leaders
in San Francisco, Philadelphia
and Seattle have declared their intention to create supervised sites,
although none have yet done so
because of daunting obstacles.

Among them: The sites would
seem to violate federal law.
The endorsement of the strategy by New York, the largest city
in the country, which last year saw
1,441 overdose deaths, may give
the movement behind it impetus.
For the sites to open, New York
City must still clear some significant hurdles. At minimum, the
plan calls for the support of several district attorneys, and, more
critically, the State Department of
Health, which answers to Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo. The city sent a
letter on Thursday to the state, asserting its intention to open four
Continued on Page A18
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Mummy Stirs Nostalgia in Iran

Teenagers Shun Fast-Food Jobs

They Knew It Was C.T.E.

Whether or not the remains discovered
last month were those of the Shah of
Iran, Reza Shah Pahlavi, they drew
yearnings for a strong leader. PAGE A4

The growth of restaurants helped the
economy recover, but a shortage of
workers is changing the equation that
the industry has long relied on. PAGE B1

Family members of an ex-N.H.L. player
always suspected he died of the brain
disease. Then they got proof. PAGE B8

Large Dose of Poison Detected

Ex-Volkswagen Chief Charged

A sizable amount of nerve agent was
found to have been used in an attack in
Britain on an ex-Russian spy. PAGE A5

The fraud indictment of Martin Winterkorn makes the carmaker more
vulnerable to lawsuits by shareholders
who say risks were concealed. PAGE B1

NEW YORK A17-21

Inspiration in Cold Case

Adding to Ferry Fleet

Genealogy websites, used in the “Golden State Killer” investigation, played a
role in a New Hampshire case. PAGE A16

As ridership jumps, Mayor Bill de Blasio
pledged $300 million to order more and
bigger boats and add routes. PAGE A17

A Welcome Mat for I.P.O.s
Hong Kong’s stock exchange loosened
its rules to lure Chinese companies that
are expected to publicly list in the coming months.
PAGE B3

Hitting From the Bass Line
WEEKEND C1-28

Art Worth Seeking Out
Frieze New York is skewing younger
and a bit squarer. There are plenty of
gems, though, if you dig a little. PAGE C13

U2 on Tour, and on a Mission
On its first stop, in Tulsa, the band mixed
its singalongs with pleas to save an
endangered American dream. PAGE C5

Illness ended his N.B.A. dream, but
music made Tucker Halpern a star in
the dance pop duo Sofi Tukker. PAGE B11
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Paul Krugman
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