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Trump puts
Saudis at
center of
peace hopes

Bringing
‘Handmaid’s
Tale’ to life
Mona Eltahawy
Contributing Writer

RIYADH, SAUDI ARABIA
From left, items found aboard yachts used to smuggle migrants include a handbook to Mediterranean ports, medals from sailboat racing championships and an American flag.

CAIRO Just over a week after Dina Ali
Lasloom, a 24-year-old Saudi Arabian,
was dragged onto a plane from Manila
to Riyadh with her mouth taped shut
and her arms and legs bound, the
United Nations voted to appoint Saudi
Arabia to a four-year term on its Commission on the Status of Women. So
much for the status of this Saudi woman.
On April 10, the authorities at the
Manila airport — her stopover in the
Philippines between Kuwait, from
where she’d escaped a forced marriage,
and Australia, where she’d planned on
applying for asylum — confiscated Ms.
Lasloom’s passport and boarding pass
to Sydney and held her at an airport
hotel until her
uncles arrived.
My own
When they did,
teenage years
they beat her and
forcibly
in Saudi
repatriated her.
Arabia were
Saudi feminists
traumatic
believe Ms.
enough. Its
Lasloom is being
female citizens held at a women’s
prison. She cerface a life
tainly was not
sentence
present when
of male
Ivanka Trump
told a group of
dominion.
Saudi women she
met on Sunday
that Saudi Arabia
has made “encouraging” progress in
empowering women. The round table
discussion was led by Princess Reema
Bint Bandar al-Saud, the vice president
of Women’s Affairs at the General
Sports Authority, a largely moot title in a
country where girls and women are not
allowed to participate in sports.
In response, a Saudi woman called
Ghada tweeted: “Ivanka Trump only
met and saw some of chosen puppets
who are from the royal or high class, and
they don’t represent the majority of us!”
Saudi women must be accustomed to
seeing women who are protected by
wealth and proximity to power exercise
rights that the majority of them are
denied. Such is the bargain: Ms.
Trump’s father, President Donald
Trump, sealed a $110 billion arms deal
with Saudi Arabia during his visit to
Riyadh. Meanwhile, the Saudis and the
United Arab Emirates pledged to donate $100 million to a women’s fund
proposed by Ms. Trump. During the
election campaign, her father criticized
the Clinton Foundation for accepting
money from precisely those two countries, which he said “want women as
slaves and to kill gays.”
Selling out Saudi women is an oldestablished tradition. The day Ms.
Lasloom landed in Riyadh, the presiELTAHAWY, PAGE 14
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The sailboat Maco, docked in Augusta, Sicily, was intercepted by the maritime authorities in mid-March about 70 miles off the Italian coast. It was carrying 21 migrants.

Some migrants flee in style
AVOLA, SICILY

As thousands risk lives,
smugglers offer luxury
passage for a hefty fee
BY GAIA PIANIGIANI
AND LORENZO TONDO

It was a far cry from the rotting fishing
boats and overstuffed dinghies that
carry so many thousands of migrants
precariously to Italian shores.
The family of six had paid about
$96,000 to travel from Afghanistan to

Turkey. The last leg of their journey, a
cramped week’s sail through the Aegean and Mediterranean Seas aboard a cerulean 50-foot yacht, the Polina, piloted
by three Ukrainian skippers, cost $7,000
a head. It dropped them in Sicily in relative style.
As migrants go, this was luxury class.
It was not the first time that Carlo
Parini, a chief inspector for the police
who is in charge of illegal immigration in
the port city of Syracuse, who met the
family in April and recounted their
story, had seen such a thing.
Since the beginning of the year, the
authorities on this island in the south of
Italy have registered 125 migrants who
have arrived on yachts and sailboats,

mostly piloted by Ukrainian skippers, a
lucrative and growing trend.
“It is likely that the organization is
made up of Turks who use professional
Ukrainian
skippers,
traditionally
skilled, for the crossing,” said Francesco
Paolo Giordano, the chief prosecutor in
Syracuse. “But it is still too early to say.”
Since the European Union cut a deal
with Turkey in 2016, the numbers of
refugees and migrants leaving that
country’s shores in flimsy inflatable
boats for the short passage to Greece
have dropped sharply. But the crackdown by the Turkish authorities has apparently not discouraged a widening
network of hard-pressed but accomplished Ukrainian yachtsmen who ply

A four-hour trip with the Grateful Dead
A new documentary looks
at iconic band’s spirit and
place in American culture
BY WILL DANA

Four-hour documentaries about rock
bands are nothing new — Bob Dylan,
George Harrison and Tom Petty and
the Heartbreakers have all been the
subjects of these visual equivalents of
boxed sets. But the latest entry in the
field is perhaps the most detailed yet:
Amir Bar-Lev’s “Long Strange Trip,”
an elegy for what the director calls the
“most American of all rock bands,” the
Grateful Dead, and its ringmaster,
Jerry Garcia.
The film is passionate, impressionistic and encyclopedic, but one thing it is
not, even at its exhaustive length, is a
by-the-numbers telling of the band’s
30-year hippie-pirate soap opera. That,
Mr. Bar-Lev says, is “one of the reasons why most music documentaries
are lame — they seek that exhaustive
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He casts Iran as a threat
that can bring Israel and
Arab nations together

JIM MARSHALL PHOTOGRAPHY LLC/THE GRATEFUL DEAD/AMAZON PRIME VIDEO

The Grateful Dead performing in San Francisco in 1968. The filmmaker Amir Bar-Lev
said he hopes “Long Strange Trip” will reframe the way the band is remembered.

plodding chronology.” His film, he said,
is not a history lesson. “It’s supposed
to work as a film to evoke the Grateful
Dead. Then once you’re indoctrinated
into the cult, you can find all the albums I didn’t talk about.”
In terms of subject matter, “Long
Strange Trip” is a departure for Mr.
Bar-Lev, whose last two documentaries were about Joe Paterno after the
child-sex abuse scandals at Penn State
and the deceptive story the Army told
about the death in Afghanistan of the
former National Football League player Pat Tillman. But, he said, exploring
the Grateful Dead demanded that he
draw on the same storyteller instincts
“where you feel there’s a yawning gap
between the myth and the reality.”
Sitting in the kitchen of the toystrewn brownstone in Brooklyn where
he lives with his wife, Jennifer Bleyer,
an editor at Psychology Today, and
their three children, Mr. Bar-Lev, 45,
spoke animatedly about his lifelong
obsession with the Dead. Growing up
in Berkeley, Calif., he attended a lot of
DEAD, PAGE 2
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the narrow Bosporus and are willing to
smuggle Afghans, Iraqis, Syrians and
others with the means and money. Sailing trophies and medals have even been
found on captured boats.
The number of migrants in this elite
category is a drop in the bucket compared with the 181,000 people, mostly
sub-Saharan Africans, who risked the
treacherous crossing from Libya and
Egypt to Sicily last year, dying by the
hundreds nearly every week.
Nonetheless, the richer route from
Turkish shores to southern Italy — occasionally on elegant wooden and fiberglass sailing vessels — is booming,
the Italian authorities say.
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For 15 years, Saudi Arabia has been
pitching its formula for peace among Israel, the Palestinians and the Arab
world, with little response from Israeli
leaders.
And for months now, Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has asserted Israel’s increasing strategic alignment
with Persian Gulf states over their
shared enmity toward Iran.
But President Trump, quickly and
publicly, has combined those two ideas
as the centerpiece of his plan for a peace
deal. With the gusto of a salesman pushing a limited-time offer, he cast the Saudi
monarch in a leading role and invoked
his name to push Mr. Netanyahu toward
progress with the Palestinians.
It was a case study in wheeler-dealer
diplomacy, aimed at unlocking progress
in a conflict that has bedeviled decades
of peace efforts. And even though it remained unclear what, if anything, the
Saudi monarch had actually agreed to
and whether Israel would make an offer
acceptable to Arab states, Mr. Trump
has used his entire trip so far to signal
that he sees the Saudis as central.
Breaking with precedent, Mr. Trump
chose the Saudi capital, Riyadh, as the
first foreign destination of his presidency and told leaders of dozens of Muslim
countries gathered there that he considered the kingdom a crucial ally in fighting terrorism and confronting Iran.
This reliance on Saudi Arabia recognizes the kingdom’s unique place in the
Arab and Islamic worlds, which Mr.
Trump hopes to leverage. Saudi Arabia’s
oil wealth gives it wide-ranging influence and makes it one of the few states
that could have hosted such an ornate,
international gathering on such short
notice.
And its status as the birthplace of Islam and home to its holiest sites gives it
religious legitimacy in much of the Muslim world.
SAUDI ARABIA, PAGE 6

WHITE HOUSE SPLIT ON ADDING TROOPS

The Pentagon wants to add soldiers in
Afghanistan, but some in the Trump
administration are pushing back. PAGE 5
TRYING TO WIN TRUMP’S FAVOR

European leaders hope to help the
president to grasp the importance of
the European Union and NATO. PAGE 6
HIGH-ALTITUDE ‘POKER GAME’ OVER SYRIA

An inside look at the complex operations as American warplanes engage in
fighting the Islamic State. PAGE 6
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